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Monovette Information 
 

There has been a move to standardise blood collection bottle colours between brands – please 
be mindful of possible manufacturer changes. 
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Link to Guidance: 20_794_0000_201_Farbcodierung_in_der_BE_0618.pdf 
 
 

https://www.sarstedt.com/fileadmin/user_upload/99_Broschueren/NEU/794/20_794_0000_201_Farbcodierung_in_der_BE_0618.pdf
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Link to Manufacturer guidance: BD Vacutainer® Eclipse™ blood collection needle | BD United 
Kingdom 
 
 
 
  

https://www.bd.com/en-uk/products-and-solutions/products/product-families/bd-vacutainer-eclipse-blood-collection-needle
https://www.bd.com/en-uk/products-and-solutions/products/product-families/bd-vacutainer-eclipse-blood-collection-needle
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Vacutainer Information 
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Link to manufacturer guidance: tube-collection-guide.pdf 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Link to manufacturer guidance: 20_903_0100_200_overview_needles_.indd 
 

https://www.wkhs.com/docs/default-source/service-lines-and-departments/community-reference-lab/tube-collection-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=6c4be291_4
https://www.sarstedt.com/fileadmin/user_upload/99_Broschueren/NEU/903/20_903_0100_200_overview_needles_0822.pdf
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Common Blood Tests 
 

Full Blood Count  (FBC) Measures the haemoglobin levels and size of red cells.  White 
cell levels are measured as markers for infection. It also 
measures platelets which are responsible for helping blood 
clot. 

Clotting / Anticoagulation 
Tests  (APTT/INR) 

Measure different clotting systems of blood. They are often 
taken for those on warfarin or heparin (ensure you know the 
time of the last dose). They may also form part of the clinical 
picture for other conditions. 

Red Cell Folate and Serum 
Vitamin B12 & Ferritin  

Part of the clinical picture in cases of anaemia to determine 
which type of anaemia is present and how to treat it.   

Thyroid Function Test (TFT) Measures thyroid T4 (thyroxine) and TSH (thyroid stimulating 
hormone). To identify hypothyroidism and hypothyroidism. 
  

 Urea and Electrolytes (U&E) Kidney Function tests: checks level of sodium and potassium - 
the main electrolytes of the blood. Urea and creatinine 
measure the effectiveness of kidney filtration.  

Liver Function Tests  (LFTs) Measure enzymes produced by the liver such as bilirubin, 
alkaline phosphatase, alanine linotransferase (ALT) and 
gamma glutamyl transferase (GGT). As well as disease many 
medicines can interfere with liver function.  

Bone  Measures mainly calcium, phosphate and alkaline 
phosphatase. Levels can be normal in bone diseases like 
osteomalacia as well as cancer affecting bones.  

30. HbAlC  Used primarily in diabetes management; it shows cell glucose 
control over the previous 3 months.  

34. Glucose level  Can be taken as a glucose tolerance test as two samples: one 
fasting and the other after a set period of time and glucose.  

 
If the patient needs more information about the test and the reason it is being done in relation 
to their symptoms – ensure you refer back to the clinician. 
 
If you are unsure about which collection tube to use or any special requirements for the blood 
test – please call and check with the lab.  It is better to check than have to re-bleed the patient. 
 
 
 
 
This handbook offers guidance for Phlebotomy trainees, primarily for use in the UK, though practices may vary regionally and 
internationally. While compiled from professional sources, Chequers Academy cannot guarantee its accuracy or foresee all 
potential applications.  The training does not prescribe exclusive procedures or definitive patient care standards, as individual 
circumstances, clinical judgment, and patient preferences may require variations.   Chequers Academy disclaims liability for 
any actions or omissions based on this training, and, to the extent permitted by law, is not responsible for any resulting loss 
or damage. Additionally, the Academy does not provide personal health insurance for students/trainees, who are encouraged 
to secure their own coverage. 


